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SUBJECT: LIBERAL MEETING WITH LOPEZ 

1. EMBOFF HAD CONVERSATION WITH LIBERAL LEADER CARLOS 
ROBERTO REINA ON OCTOBER 26 CONCERNING MEETING OF LIBERAL 
PARTY DELEGATION WITH CHIEF OF STATE LOPEZ ON OCTOBER 24. 
REINA SHOWED MEMORANDUM TO EMBOFF THAT WAS PRESENTED 
TO LOPEZ DURING MEETING. IN ESSENCE, DOCUMENT EXPRESSES 
GRAVE CONCERN ABOUT PROGRESS OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH EL 
SALVADOR IN MEXICO AND STATES THAT PRESENT HONDURAN 
EFFORTS DO NOT REST UPON CONSULTATION WITH THE PEOPLE. 

THE MEMORANDUM PROPOSES THE ESTABLISHEMENT OF AN ADVISORY 
COUNCIL COMPOSED OF THE OUTSTANDING LEADERS OF THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES, UNIONS, PRIVATE SECTOR, PROFESSIONAL 
BODIES, UNIVERSITY AND ARMED FORCES WHO WOULD ADVISE 
THE GOVERNMENT ON THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. THE 
MEMORANDUM WAS SIGNED BY REINA, MODESTO RODAS ALVARADO, 
JORGE BUESO ARIAS AND THE MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. REINA EMPHASIZED THAT THE DELEGATION'S 
MEETING WITH LOPEZ WAS VERY CORDIAL, AND THAT HE BELIEVES 
LOPEZ IS RECEPTIVE TO THE IDEA OF CONSTITUTING SUCH AN 
ADVISORY GROUP. 

2. REINA SAID THAT THE LIBERALS FEAR EL SALVADOR IS 
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ARBITRATION OF THE DISPUTE. HE REMARKED THAT THE 
NEGOTIATIONS HAD REACHED AN IMPASSE IN MEXICO AND THAT 
THE PROSPECTS ARE VERY POOR FOR ANY POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT. 

HE POINTED OUT THAT EL SALVADOR IS BASING ITS 
NEGOTIATIONS ON SPLITTING EVENLY THE SIX POCKETS OF 
DISPUTED TERRITORY BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. REINA SAID THAT 
THE NEGOTIATING TACTIC IS COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE 
MOST OF THE LAND IN DISPUTE IS HONDURAN TERRITORY AS 
PROVED BY HISTOIRIC DOCUMENTS AND MAPS. THE SALVADORANS 
ARE UNWILLING TO TAKE THE DISPUTE TO SOME FORM OF 
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION BECAUSE THEY KNOW THEIR CASE 
IS WEAK. 

3. REINA SAID THAT LOPEZ CANNOT NEGOTIATE A FINAL SETTLEMENT 
WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF HONDURAN SOCIETY AND THAT. IN FACT, 
LOPEZ IS UNSURE OF HOW TO CONDUCT THE NEGOTIATIONS. HE 

SAID THAT THE LIBERALS AND NATIONALISTS ARE CONFERRING 
TOGETHER ON THE BEST METHOD OF COORDINATING EFFORTS 
TO BRING ABOUT A RETURN TO CONSTITUTIONAL RULE, AND FEEL 
THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADVISORY GROUP WOULD BE 
A FIRST STEP IN THAT DIRECTION. REINA SAID THAT HE THOUGHT 
LOPEZ WANTS A RETURN TO SOME FORM OF LEGITIMACY, AND THAT 
SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD OFFER HIM AN OPENING IN THAT 
DIRECTION. 

4. REINA ALSO MENTIONED THAT THERE WOULD BE INTERNAL 
LIBERAL PARTY ELECTIONS FOR 86 MUNICIPAL LIBERAL COUNCILS 
ON NOVEMBER 4. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE A TEST OF STRENGTH 
OF HIS FORCES (THE DEMOCRATIC LEFT) AND THE FORCES OF 
MODESTO ROD AS. ACCORDING TO REINA, THE VICTOR IN THE 
ELECTIONS WOULD BE CONSIDERED THE PARTY SPOKESMAN IN 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH OTHER SECTORS AND THE GOVERNMENT. 

SANCHEZ 
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